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        White Salmon River Watershed Enhancement Project

~ Watershed Management Committee ~

Facilitated by Underwood Conservation District
Meeting Notes for March 8, 2012 (DRAFT)
Meeting rescheduled from regular January meeting date due to weather
The White Salmon River Watershed Management Committee (WSRWMC) conducted its 89th meeting at the White Salmon Valley Library, White Salmon, WA.

Members/Attendees Present:
Mike Sandlin, co-chair, Orchards (primary)




Steve Stampfli, co-Chair, small woodlot owner (primary)

Larry Leach, DNR (primary)




Margaret Neuman, Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group

Sherry Penney, Friends of the White Salmon River (alternate)

Lance Beckman, Snowden Community Council (primary)

Bill Sharp, Yakama Nation Fisheries

Joe Zendt, Yakama Nation Fisheries

Rod Engle, USFWS
Jaco Klinkenberg, Wet Planet

Pat Arnold, Friends of the White Salmon River
Members Absent:
Rich Potter, Hancock Forest Mgt. (primary)

Wayne Vinyard, Hancock Forest Mgt (alternate) 

Speros Doulos, Spring Creek National Fish Hatchery (primary)

Mark Ahrens, Spring Creek National Fish Hatchery, USFWS (alternate)

Jeanette Burkhardt, Yakama Nation (alternate)

Stephanie Caballero, USFS-Mt. Adams Ranger District (alternate)

Greg Morris, Yakama Nation (primary) 

Beth Kennedy, USFS Columbia River Gorge NSA (for Sue Baker, primary)

Jeff Martin, Klickitat County Health Department (primary)
Carl Allaway, Trout Lake resident

Mark Schmid, Whitewater Holstein, Inc. Trout Lake

Phil Zoller, guest, former WSRWMC member and UCD Supervisor

Scott Collyard, Dept. of Ecology, Environmental Assessment Program

Brett Raunig, Dept. of Ecology, TMDL Coordinator for the White Salmon River

Blake Murphy, DNR (alternate)

Ben Kofoed, Recreation (primary)

Mark Zoller, Recreation (alternate)

Susan Lourne Friends of the White Salmon River (alternate)

Kelly Clothier, Husum/BZ Community Council (primary)

Dave McClure, Klickitat County (primary)

Nikki Hollatz, Skamania Co. (primary)

Todd Olson, PacifiCorp (primary)

Kelly Kreps, cattle rancher (primary)

Monte Pearson, dairy farmer & TLCC (primary)

Bengt Coffin, USFS, Mt. Adams Ranger District (primary)

Jason Spadero, SDS Lumber Co. (primary)

Jon Cole, SDS Lumber Co. (alternate)

Kevin Ernst, farmer (primary)

Donna Bighouse, WDFW (primary)

David Anderson, WDFW (alternate)

Sam Davis, Underwood Community Council (primary)
Vacant Positions:
Snowden Community Council (alternate), formerly Sherry Penney




Realtor (primary), formerly Jonna Morgan

Northwest Service Academy (primary), formerly Jim Wells

Special forest products (primary), formerly Victor Benavides

Small Orchardist (primary), formerly Dick Rust

Staff Present:

Tova Tillinghast, Underwood Conservation District



Adrianne Zuckerman, Underwood Conservation District
Mike Sandlin opened the meeting at 6:35 pm.  Attendees introduced themselves.  The group approved minutes from the October 2011 meeting.  This meeting was rescheduled from January’s meeting which was cancelled due to snow and ice. Anyone who is interested in becoming a chairperson of this committee can contact Tova, Mike or Steve.
Quick Announcements & Watershed Updates
Various attendees provided updates on watershed projects and activities.  Tova Tillinghast, UCD, updated the group on the status of the Indian Creek culvert project, which still needs about $85,000 in funding for the construction phase.  Adrianne Zuckerman mentioned the boat auction taking place on March 26th.  These are the boats that were salvaged during the clean up in September at the mouth of the White Salmon River.  Bill Sharp announced the upcoming Yakama Nation Watershed Science Conference on March 20th.  Pat Arnold announced that Friends of the White Salmon River are planning to submit at Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) proposal to survey habitat and PacifiCorp lands to help determine best future uses.  Larry Leach mentioned there may be a funding program available for this kind of project through DNR.      

Review of Fish Salvage Efforts Prior to Breaching of Condit Dam & Preview of Fish Recolonization Plans for the White Salmon River Watershed, Rod Engle, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Rod Engle, USFWS, presented a powerpoint presentation.  He talked about the fish salvage effort that took place directly below Condit Dam prior to the breaching in October.  A lot of adult Chinook were captured and released upstream of the dam.  USFWS and others have observed a lot of natural production of Fall Chinook below the dam.  The White Salmon Working Group changed from a plan to take the Tule Fall Chinook eggs, raise and release the fish was dropped.  This was done after the 2008 evaluation of the Capture, Transport, and Reintroduction effort, 80 total redds were identified in the White Salmon River.  The EDT habitat analysis determined that the White Salmon River could support at least 500 adults, but Rod thinks about 1000 adults could inhabit the reach between the dam and Husum.  


Rod talked about the weir that captured fish coming upstream from below the dam.  Steelhead, Spring Chinook, and Coho were seen at the weir.  2200 Fall Chinook were below the dam.  The 2011 Capture and Transport effort moved 679 Tule Fall Chinook from below the dam to above.  85% of these fish were of natural origin (instead of hatchery).  Survey crews identified 180 total redds upstream of the dam, from 299 female Fall Chinook.  In the two years where they moved fish upstream of the dam, no Fall Chinook were known to have jumped Husum Falls, but it may be possible at certain flows.  The later part of September and early October is the prime spawning time for Fall Chinook.  Spring Chinook or steelhead could jump the falls.  Regarding water temperature, Rod stated that colder is better; the criteria for good habitat is clean, clear, cold, and continuous.
In 2011, the fish salvage effort caught pink, coho, wild steelhead, upriver bright hatchery and wild.  Some of these species are ESA listed.  Condit Dam removal is not going to de-list anything due to the relatively small numbers of fish involved.  He talked about the definition of a “take” of ESA-listed fish.  This can include harassment, transport, or anything affecting the fish’s behavior.  According to NOAA, a cow wading in a stream can be defined as a “take” if there are juvenile fish or redds in the stream too.  Rod also talked about potential for funding of upgraded fish screens for irrigation outtakes through NOAA.  Rod suggested we focus on habitat improvement in Rattlesnake Creek, possibly even livestock drift fences to help keep cattle away from the stream.  

The state (WDFW) and tribes are the river managers.  The White Salmon Working Group has been meeting to help put together a monitoring  plan for fish recolonization to the White Salmon River,  Wild Tule Fall Chinook adult salmon have been outplanted in the fall of 2008 and 2011 to assist with recolonization.  Their population will be re-evaluated in 5 years.  Natural escapement will be monitored and re-evaluated in 5 years.  Spring Chinook or Coho may need help.  Yakama Nation is reviewing options for management and may get involved in Spring Chinook supplementation.  

Rod suggested we review their reports at: fws.gov/columbiariver   

Watershed Action Plan Project Ranking & Water Quality Project GeoDatabase, Adrianne Zuckerman, Underwood Conservation District
Adrianne presented a Watershed Enhancement Project (WEP) list that has been updated to show a preliminary ranking by project type and overall basin priority.  Projects were placed into one of six project types, which included aquatic passage and aquatic species restoration projects, stream and riparian area habitat projects, streamflow and water quantity projects, upland habitat projects, education and technical assistance projects, water quality projects, and projects that protect critical habitats. The ranking process she used was developed as part of WSR Watershed Action Plan. Each project was ranked on the basis of:  

· A cost to benefit assessment: metrics improved/cost, benefits/inconveniences to community,
· How well the project addresses high priority habitat limiting factors and community needs, 
· Level of feasibility and technical merit,
· Level of support for project by plans or community planning efforts,
· How the project benefits multiple sectors of society, species, and educational objectives, and
· An evaluation of the long term sustainability and likelihood for future maintenance. 
The scope of projects on the list ranges considerably; an example of differences in scale is the need for basin wide assessments of groundwater function compared to projects for site-specific planting, thinning or noxious weed removal of a few hundred square feet. Despite these differences, all projects will contribute to improving watershed health in the White Salmon basin.

Numerous projects have been completed since the list was created. These include an inventory of culverts, dams, diversions in the lower basin, a Trout Lake Creek bank stabilization and fish habitat enhancement project, and meadow restoration activities in the upper Rattlesnake basin. There was discussion on the need for diverse projects to be included in this type of list. New project ideas are welcome and need to have a sponsor submit the project idea to have it added to the WEP list.  The WSR WMC Technical Advisory Committee will convene to discuss the initial project ranking and Adrianne will present the list to the WMC ahead of the April meeting. Pat will try and submit the project that she is proposing for SRFB (see above).

Rod mentioned that he is working on putting together supplies for high school students to be able to snorkel survey the White Salmon River, in partnership with Adventures and Scientists for Conservation.  They will be looking for redds, and he plans to have underwater video footage available for presentations in the future.
Next Meeting
Mike suggested the group hold the next meeting in Trout Lake.  This will be a presentation from Todd Olson, PacifiCorp, about updates on the removal of Condit Dam on April 23, 2012.  
The 89th meeting of the White Salmon River Watershed Management Committee was adjourned.   

Notes taken by Tova Tillinghast, UCD.    

