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WIND RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL

Monthly Meeting Minutes For

May 18, 2011
 “A partnership, which encourages the use of land management practices which sustain and improve water quality, fish habitat, and other natural resources while contributing to long-term economic and community sustainability within the Wind River watershed”

The Wind River Watershed Council (WRWC) held its 114th meeting at the Wind River Middle School Library in Carson.

Attendees:




	Cathy Steele

Diana Thornburg

Jaida Trunibo

Jerry Trunibo

Grant Newell

Joy Newell

Dan Gundersen, Chair

Mary Repar
	Cheri Anderson, USFWS

Justin Bush, SkCo Noxious Weed Control

Valerie Johnson, Columbia Gorge Ecology Institute

Dan Richardson, UCD

Adrianne Zuckerman, Facilitator, UCD 




Introductions
Adrianne opened the meeting at 6:05 pm and read the mission statement for the WRWC.  Everyone introduced themselves and Adrianne gave a little background about the group and the agenda.  There were no changes meeting notes from February 2011 and they were approved.  

Water Quality Monitoring on Trout Creek 

Students from Carson’s Wind River Middle School have been monitoring water quality at Trout Creek at the former Hemlock Dam site for over five years. Students presented on the results and findings from three water quality monitoring site visits conducted this spring.  USFWS Information and Education Manager, Cheri Anderson has led this effort with assistance from US Forest Service, Army Corps of Engineers, Underwood Conservation District, and the Columbia Gorge Ecology Institute. In small groups, students measured dissolved oxygen, temperature, pH, phosphates and nitrates. Others observed the type and diversity of riparian vegetation, and the abundance of Reed Canary Grass, a noxious weed that had dominated the river edges in the past. Students measured the stream profile, noting water depth and substrate along a transect from one stream edge through the deepest channel to the other edge. Another group counted pieces of woody material, insect abundance and diversity, and evidence of redds, or areas where steelhead dig out gravels where they lay and fertilize eggs. Student measurements and observations indicate water quality and riparian conditions in Trout Creek are good to excellent.
Quick Announcements, Watershed Updates, & Sign Up for Weeding and Planting
Adrianne had several updates about Underwood Conservation District’s work before heading out for a plant tour.  Applications are being accepted for UCD’s Firewise Incentive Program, which is available to all Skamania County residents. A free mobile chipping service to assist with fuels reduction efforts will be available this summer, as well. The Family Forest Fish Passage Program is accepting culvert removal applications from private landowners. This program can defray or sometimes cover the cost of culvert removal  projects.  UCD was recently notified that DNR will be providing a grant to conduct a Wind River fish passage inventory.  UCD looks forward to conducting this work, but must wait for the grant to come available.  UCD also had plans to conduct a habitat restoration project on the Little Wind River this summer until a landslide occurred on Indian Cabin Road, which is the main access route into the project area.  Due to this event, the work in the Little Wind River is likely to be postponed until the summer of 2012.  UCD is working with other stakeholders, including Skamania County Public Works, Bonneville Power Administration, Williams Natural Gas Pipeline and Yakama Nation to come up with a solution to repair the road. Flow monitoring at gaging stations throughout the Wind River watershed and other WRIA 29 A areas will continue through the 2011 water year. UCD is continuing noxious weed removal and riparian planting work. Please contact UCD if you want assistance managing noxious weeds or planting native trees and shrubs. 

Native Plant and Noxious Weed Tour
After identifying plant samples brought in by Diana and Adrianne, the group briefly discussed the meaning of native and invasive plants.  A native plant is one that is locally adapted to precipitation levels, temperature ranges, soil types and climatic regimes of a specific region. Native plants are more resistant to common pests, diseases and stressors such as drought or extreme winters than ornamental plants that are not locally adapted. Native plants also provide food and shelter for wildlife in the form of berries, flowers, browse, and decaying material.  In contrast, noxious weeds take advantage soil disturbance and have an edge over native species in one way or another, allowing them to outcompete native plants for space, sunlight, water, and soil nutrients. Noxious weeds are difficult to control and can prevent normal distributions of native plants, possibly altering the overall plant compositions of an area and its natural function. Some noxious weeds may require active management because they have an economic cost borne by private and public landowners. See noxious weeds requiring active management at: http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/weed_list/weed_list.htm
See priorities in Skamania County at: http://skamania.wsu.edu/noxiousweeds/index.html
The group drove to Shipherd Falls Rd and walked the trail identifying and discussing species of interest including: Douglas fir, western red cedar, big leaf maple, vine maple, Indian plum, Oregon grape, ocean spray, snowberry, service berry, poison oak, sword and bracken ferns. The group discussed the sun/shade/moisture requirements of the plants and how this affects their distribution. The group looked at areas with Scotch broom and discussed the role of disturbance in the spread of invasive species. Everyone enjoyed the tour.
Next Meeting

The meeting adjourned at the parking area. The next meeting will likely be in August. Please contact UCD with ideas for the next meeting. 
Notes taken by Adrianne Zuckerman
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